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ubcrawl.com was taken. Ditto for artcrawl.com. 

But farmcrawl.com was there for the picking, even though neighboring farms in Iowa and elsewhere often share open-house dates.  Scheduled for 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Oct. 7, Farm Crawl 2007 is more about driving from farm to farm than about crawling.  The first-time event will showcase five small, family-owned farms, all within 6 miles of each other near the Marion-Lucas county line, about an hour south and east of Des Moines. 
Visitors will be able to tour the farms, visit the animals, meet the farmers, sample an assortment of food, purchase products made from locally grown food and enjoy the countryside.The farms all offer fruit, vegetables, goat milk and other products directly to consumers. 

"Other farms do what we do; we just gave it a fun name," said Matt Russell, co-owner of Coyote Run Farm near Lacona. 

Smaller farms offering specialty products are making a comeback in Iowa, wedged among the state's giant corn, soybean, hog and cattle operations. Three of the farms on the tour sell products at the Des Moines farmers markets. 

The farm-crawl name idea originated with Jill Beebout of Blue Gate Farm. Beebout, a native Iowan, remembered a popular art crawl showcasing multiple galleries from her days in Texas. 

The name "is just a good way to publicize that all of our farms are so close together," said her husband, Sean Skeehan.  Given the slow-going gravel roads separating four of the five farms, crawling is really an apt description. But that also makes it easier to enjoy the landscape. 

"The idea is to get people to come out and see how beautiful it is," Skeehan said. 

Wooded thickets dapple the gentle rolling hills, and wildflowers grow thick along roadsides. 

Organizers are unsure how many visitors to expect. "I suppose a lot will depend on the weather," Russell said. 
Picket Fence Creamery of Woodward is among Iowa's open-house pioneers. Earlier this month, the farm's Sample Sunday attracted about 500 visitors, said Jill Burkhart, who owns the dairy farm with her husband, Jeff.  Picket Fence shares most monthly Sample Sundays with nearby Praireland Herbs and Northern Prairie Chevre. The events typically give visitors tours and an opportunity to taste different products.  The joint open houses "are quite honestly marketing gimmicks," Jill Burkhart said. "But they're also part of a concept that it is good when you can bridge that gap between farm and city." 
EVERYTHING FROM TURKEYS TO HERBS CAN BE FOUND AT FARMS 

Blue Gate Farm, Sean Skeehan and Jill Beebout 

Sean Skeehan and his wife, Jill Beebout, are nearing the end of their third growing season at Blue Gate Farm near Chariton. The couple left behind urban lives to turn their attention to land that has been in Jill's extended family since the mid-1800s. 

So far, so good, they say. "We have plenty of demand," Skeehan said. "But we're intentionally keeping everything small scale so that we can control quality." 

Blue Gate Farm's customers are enthusiastic about the organically grown herbs. The herb lemonade that Sean and Jill sell at Des Moines' Downtown Farmers Market will be available on Farm Crawl Sunday. 

Coyote Run Farm, Matt Russell and Patrick Standley 

Matt Russell and Patrick Standley are owner operators of Coyote Run Farm near Lacona. "Yes," Russell said, "we do have coyotes, but we hear them more than we see them." So far, the predators have mostly kept their distance, even though the farm has lost a few chickens to coyotes and fox, Russell said. Nearing the end of their third growing season at Coyote Run, Russell and Standley are raising turkeys to sell before Thanksgiving. Last year, they sold all 25 of their free-range turkeys to customers in the Des Moines area. This year, they're selling Royal Palm, Black Spanish and Bourbon Red turkeys. They haven't set a final price for the 60 or so birds they plan to sell, but Russell estimates it will be about $3.50 a pound. 

The plan for Farm Crawl Sunday is to offer visitors borscht - a Russian soup made with fresh beets and vegetables. 

Reichert's Dairy Air Farm, Lois Reichert 

Lois Reichert can call each of her goats by name. In all, there are 25 goats living the good life at Reichert's Dairy Air Farm that she owns and operates with her husband, Jack, and their son, Ben, who is in the sixth grade. The 12 milking goats - some Nubian and some La Mancha - yield enough milk for the farm's licensed micro-dairy to produce about 50 pounds of goat cheese a week. 

Reichert has only been selling her fresh, small-batch goat cheese since August. It quickly became popular with cheese enthusiasts at the Des Moines Downtown Farmers Market and can be found in small quantities at Des Moines' Gateway Market, 2002 Woodland Ave.   Lois will tell you she loves her goats, but she will also scoff at the idea of expanding her operation. Making high-quality cheese "is about milk management," she says, explaining that a much larger farm would be very difficult to micro-manage. 
Schneider Orchards, Arnie and Jane Schneider 

Arnie and Jane Schneider planted their apple orchard in 1983. About a decade later, Schneider Orchards had its first good, go-to-market crop. This year, though, a late spring frost hit hard, taking a toll on at least 75 percent of their crop.  "Since we started, this is the worst crop ever," Arnie Schneider said, explaining that it is the first year he won't be able to take his orchard's popular red varieties to grocers in the area. Because Golden Delicious blossom a few days after reds, they escaped the killing frost. Schneider said, "They're looking like they're going to be fine." 

Farm Crawl Sunday at the orchard will still be festive. The Schneiders plan to serve up homemade apple and other types of fruit pie by the slice and a la mode. 
John and Joy Pierce, Pierce's Pumpkin Patch 

John and Joy Pierce are used to visitors. Pierce's Pumpkin Patch is now in its 27th year. Their annual pumpkin festival - scheduled for Oct. 13-14 this year - attracts several thousand people. 

"We got a little too wet in August, so our yield is down," John Pierce said. "But we have good quality. Some of the big ones have a real nice bright orange color." 

The Pierces grow about 70 varieties of gourds on 17 acres. Over the years, John said, he's noticed a change in the way customers shop. 

"People decorate more than they used to," he said. "And when we started, people didn't want to pay anything for a pumpkin. Now they're willing to pay a little." 

Still, Pierce refuses to sell his pumpkins by the pound. Mini-jacks start at 50 cents each, and most of his pumpkins will just cost a few dollars each, he said. 
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